
United States FXtent AND>TkADEMARK Offt<-.f 



UNITED STATES DEFAKTMKNT OF COMMERCE 

United States Futent and Trudemark Office 

Addresa: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 

Washington. D.C. H0231 

www.uapto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMEDINVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


09/777,280 


02/05/2001 


Masato Yonezawa 


07977/2 6400I/US4594 


3403 



7590 08/02/2002 ' 

SCOTT C. HARRIS 

Fish & Richardson P.C. 

4350 La Jolla Village Drive, Suite 500 

San Diego, CA 92122 



EXAMINER 



□ 



ALEJANDRO MULERO, LUZ L 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



□ 



1763 

DATE MAILED: 08/02/2002 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. •Applicanttsf 



09/777,280 



Examiner 

Luz L. Alejandro 



YONEZAWA ET AL. 



Art Unit 
1763 



Period for tepIT^ ' ' " ^ C ° mmUniCati ° n ap ^ ears on the cov * r with «*> correspond nee address - 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION { ) 

■ S2 sSrsr Sin;ss=°ssr 1 1 36(a) - in no evem ' however ' may a ^ be ^ ™ 

Status 

1)E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 73 Jwe 2002 
2a)E This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C D 1 453 O G 213 

Disposition of Claims . . . ., too w.o . <. io. 

4) E3 Claim(s) ±9 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s)_ is/are allowed. 

6) [X] Claim(s) U) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. ■ 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

.10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 13 June 2002 is/are: a)H accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on Js; a)D approved. b)Q disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. . 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign. priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)Q Some * c)D None of: 

'■ 1Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staqe 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17 2(a)) 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C.' § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1)B Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) . 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s) 

□ Nottce of Draftsoerson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) ' 5, □ Notice of .nformal Patent A PP cation (PTO-1 ^~ ' 

3) U Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) ' 6) □ Other: 1 ' 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

The corrected or substitute drawings were received on 6-13-02. These drawings 
are accepted. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as containing 
subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the 
application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. In claim 1, lines 24-25 
and claim 3, lines 1 8-1 9, the specification, as originally filed, fails to provide support for 
the limitation that the cylindrical rollers are heaters. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the pnor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject" matter pertains 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made 
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Art Unit: 1763 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Ciaims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Brown et al., U.S. Patent 5,314,539 in view of the admitted prior art and further in view 
of Mislanoetal., U.S. Patent 5,462,602. 

Brown et al. shows the invention substantially as claimed including a conveyor 
device for a flexible substrate M, said conveyor device comprising: a conveying means 
for continuously conveying a flexible substrate from one end to the other end; a plurality 
of cylindrical rollers 11, 13, 18, being provided between the one end and the other end 
along an arc with a radius R (see fig. 7); wherein center axes of the plurality of 
cylindrical rollers run parallel to each other; and a mechanism 10 for conveying the 
flexible substrate while the substrate is in contact with each of the plurality of cylindrical 
rollers (see col. 7-line 10 to col. 8-line 64 and Fig. 7). Furthermore, Brown et al. also 
discloses a vacuum chamber 3 and an introducing means G for introducing a gas into 
the vacuum chamber (see col. 1 1 -line 60 to col. 12-line 35); a gas evacuation means 



Page 4 

Application/Control Number: 09/777,280 
Art Unit: 1763 

note M plasma , M 5 3 can b e connected a power supply - 
an electromagnetic wave (see col. 13-lines 8-14). 

The admitted prior art (see fig. 1) discloses a g 
and a nex.D.e specification). 

ttM ,.„- „-«.»-«».—-" "-"7;- 
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within the apparatus. 

1-1— —"71 

„ h , — » — — ^ - -— * 

„„.„,« . » — — — - — — -* ™ i". 

vapor deposition. 
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Response to Arguments 

Haimq 1-9 have been considered but are 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 9 

moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant, a— negated the new 9 — ) o, region presented In 

. HaHnf the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension 

CFR 1.136(a). . TURPF 

TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 

exte nsion fee pursuant to 3, CPR ,136,) — calculated from the mailino. date o 

than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Anyinq uirycon^ 
examiner should b e directed to LUZ L A.e,andro whose te,ephone numher is 305,545. 

- lfat ,emp,storeachtheexaminer by telephoneareunsuccessfu,,theexam,ners 
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organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 872-9310 for regular 
communications and 872-931 1 for After Final communications, 

Any inquiry of a genera! nature or- relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 308-0661. 



LLAM 

July 31, 2002 




(EG0RY MILLS 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 1700 



